The classified advertisements in the Indiana Daily Student and the HeraldTimes list apartments and houses available for rent.
The IU Student Tenant's Handbook discusses the rights and responsibilities of a tenant. Copies are available at the Code Enforcement Department, the Showers Center, 401 N. Morton St., . This office has some other useful publications as well.
Lease Information
Before you rent off-campus housing, ask the landlord to explain all the rules to you. You are legally responsible to observe everything in the lease, so be certain it is agreeable to you and that you understand everything in it. Before signing a lease, learn the answers to these questions: • How much is the rent? Is there a damage deposit? Some landlords collect the first and last month's rent when you move in.
• Does the rent include gas, electricity, telephone, water, air conditioning, and heat, or do you pay for them? Understanding will help you and your landlord; it will also make it easier for the next student to find housing. It is usually not possible to break a lease. It is certain to be expensive, even if you can do it.
Landlords expect tenants to
• Pay rent promptly.
• If you are to be away for a prolonged time, unplug all electrical appliances except refrigerator and/or freezer.
Stoves Warning: Because it is both poisonous and explosive, gas that is turned on but not lit is dangerous. Burners on electric stoves may be hot even though they are not red. All knobs should be turned to "off" when not in use. It is a good idea to keep a box of baking soda by the stove to throw on grease fires; water is ineffective and dangerous on this type of fire and should not be used.
Cleaning: Special cleaners for ovens and broilers include Easy-Off and Dow Oven Cleaner. They are strong; use as directed. Some ovens are self-cleaning. Ask your landlord how to use such an oven. Cool stovetops can be cleaned with steel wool pads (Brillo, SOS). Glass top or smooth top stoves should be cleaned with nonabrasive cleansers. Burners come apart for cleaning; ask your landlord for instructions. Clean often to avoid grease buildup that is very hard to remove.
Pots and Pans:
All food cooked on top of the stove or in the oven should be placed in an appropriate cooking container; food placed directly on burners or in the oven could cause damage to the stove. Dutch ovens, baking pans, casseroles, and roasters are suitable for oven cooking; pots, pans, skillets, and Dutch ovens are for stovetop cooking. A Pyrex label indicates ovenproof glassware.
Microwave Ovens Before using, read all directions and warnings. Certain materials, such as metals, should never be put in a microwave.
Refrigerators To remain in good working condition, refrigerators should be defrosted and cleaned every three weeks unless they defrost automatically (ask the landlord). To defrost: Turn dial to "defrost" or "off," or unplug cord. Take out food and wrap it in heavy layers of newspaper to keep it cold (especially frozen items). Set pans of hot water in the freezer section; change them when the water cools. Don't chip ice. (It will damage the unit.) As ice melts, knock it off with a cloth. Wipe inside walls with baking soda and cool water, then dry. Plug in, turn to "on," and return the food to the refrigerator. Before you move, defrost and clean the refrigerator. Turn it to "on" (to prevent mold from growing). Children normally should not be allowed to operate electrical appliances or play with the cords or plugs on electrical items. Being careful not only prevents damaging or breaking costly equipment but also protects the child. Inexpensive plastic covers can be purchased for unused wall outlets. It is also unwise to allow children to play in or near a toilet, or to leave children unattended in or near the bathtub; even a small amount of water can be dangerous.
